
                                                                                                         
 
 

 

 

 

For weeks now our Year 7 students and 

the Drama department have been 

working hard to get ready for the big 

panto production of Cinderella. Our 

school community really looks 

forward to the panto as, not only 

does it get us all into the festive spirit (and often 

chuckling), it is a real display of how far Year 7 students 

have come since they arrived just over three months 

ago!  This year students have sustained a long record of 

outstanding performances with their 

production of Cinderella which carries us away 

to Formbyonia where the wicked Baroness and her 

daughters, Chantelle and Jordan, are doing all they 

can do to stop poor Cinderella going to the ball.  

Well done Year 7 and to the Drama team and Tech 

Crew for another magical end to the Autumn term! 
 

… A Bronte Experience in Haworth 
On Friday 6 December the A Level English Literature students, accompanied by 

Mrs Hughes and Mrs Perrin, visited the Bronte Parsonage Museum in Haworth. 

They study both Charlotte and Emily Bronte's work as part of their course and 

were enchanted to see where 'Wuthering Heights' 

and 'Jane Eyre' were written; the actual rooms and 

writing desks were on display. They listened to 

talks from a member of the Bronte Society on the 

lives of the women and interpretations of their 

texts, adding significantly to the students' 

understanding and enjoyment of the novels. The group was also treated to 

a walk around the town, finding the gruesome tales of the 42,000 bodies in 

the churchyard particularly fascinating. The day was rounded off trying on 

Victorian costumes – we managed to capture some of them all dressed for the part. Mrs Perrin said the 

students had a wonderful day and agreed that Haworth is a truly magical place to visit. 

… Happy Hegarty Holidays 
During the second half of the Autumn term, students from Years 7 to 11 have been 

competing for a championship position in their year group in the Hegarty Happy 

Holidays challenge.  Students are vying for one of two prizes available in each year 

group – one for most learning hours completed in Hegarty Maths and the other for 

most correct answers.  Year 7 have also taken part in separate class competitions this 

half term where each set went head to head to compete for total learning hours per 

student... 7MBYH/Ma3, 7MBYH/Ma1 and 7FOR/Ma2 all won an earlier lunch at the 

end of term!  More competitions to follow in Spring and Summer! 
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…Oxford Students Dance around Degrees 
Former FHS students Tim and Caitlin have been in touch to update us about their 

most recent achievements.  Tim, currently in his second year studying Maths and 

Caitlin in her first year studying History (both at Oxford University), decided they 

wanted to continue with their dancing and try something new so they started 

introductory ballroom classes.  Both Tim and Caitlin were very well known at FHS 

for their incredible contributions to the many dance productions during their time 

here. Unsurprisingly, having quickly impressed the head coach, they were selected 

for the Oxford University beginners team and now train three times a week.  In a 

recent inter-university competition against Warwick, they danced their way to 1st in 

Jive, 2nd in Cha Cha Cha, 3rd in Waltz and 4th in Quickstep…not bad after only three weeks’ training!  

Next term one of their competitions will be in the Winter Gardens, Blackpool.  Also in Dance, a very special 

shout out to our very own Mrs Harrocks who has been nominated for Best Choreographer in the NODA 

Awards (National Operatic and Dramatic Association) for her work on West Side Story (SONG production) – 

the awards ceremony is in February and we all have our fingers and toes crosssed! 

…Emily Returns to Inspire Young Writers 

Former FHS student, Emily Merrill, kindly came to meet with Year 13 English Language 

and Literature students this week to talk to them about her experiences as a writer.  

The students have to write their own short stories as part of their coursework and Emily 

was on hand with advice and suggestions for them.  Emily, who has just had her first 

novel ‘Mine’ published in November, was very keen to encourage the aspirations of 

future writers at FHS.  She said, “All the way through my time at FHS I aspired to be a 

writer (I remember asking one of the English teachers to give me some feedback on 

my short stories at the time!), and wanted the opportunity to come back to the school 

and speak to students who may have the same aspirations.” We are incredibly grateful 

to Emily for giving her time back to FHS and want to wish her continued success in the 

literary world!  Discover Emily’s new novel here. 

…Nuclear Experiments 
Our Year 13 Physicists visited University of Liverpool last week to work in their 

Nuclear Labs. Gaining a unique insight into university study, they investigated 

the inverse square law for gamma radiation using state of the art sodium 

iodide detectors. They were also able to observe the decay of a vanadium 

source with a half life of 24 minutes. The students were grateful for the 

opportunity to experience what studying the subject post A Level may 

involve and to talk directly to undergraduate students about it. 

… Christmas Celebration 
This year our Christmas Celebration will take place at the amazing St 

George’s Hall in Liverpool.  Our final event of the calendar year, this 

evening of music and song is a favourite of our school community.  We 

hope you can join us to get into the festive spirit in style at St George’s 

Hall…why not make time to experience the Christmas Market and big 

wheel which are both located just outside?  Tickets are now available via 

ParentPay.   

 

…Safety and Responsibility in the Community 
During these dark nights of winter, it is especially important that students remain safe and act responsibility 

in the local community.  Merseyside Police has asked us to share this information with students and parents 

regarding recent concerns and we would ask for the full support of the FHS community.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/mine/emily-merrill/9781913067038
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Merseyside-Police-ASB-Letter-1.pdf


…Festive Library Corner   
This issue’s ‘Librarian Pick’ is The More the Merrier by Anne Fine.  Traditionally, 

Christmas is the time of year when extended families gather and celebrate together.  

In Ralph’s case this means he is waiting for ten or more relatives to arrive!  These 

include his ‘nutty’ Aunts and Uncles and ‘horrid’ cousins – 

all jammed into one house for three whole days of festive 

merriment.  But, the TV is broken and Mum is on the verge 

of a breakdown (after all, she wanted to go away for 

Christmas.)  This is one time that ‘more definitely doesn’t 

mean merrier’.   I’m sure most of our students can relate to 

this in one way or another over the Christmas holidays.  Whilst this book is now a 

little old, it’s still extremely funny!  We could not publish our last Library Corner 

of this year without featuring Mrs Ambrose’s now famous Christmas Tree, made 

entirely of books and a little creative sparkle! 

…Return of our International Friends   
The Sixth Form were delighted this week to once again host a party of 25 Swedish students and their 

teachers. The group, who come from the university town of Linköping in Southern Sweden, have been 

visiting the school for over 10 years as part of their cultural studies 

which in the past have involved their investigation of British rituals 

around tea drinking!  All were looked after by Sixth Form students and 

attended a range of lessons before sampling the delights of the 

canteen’s haute cuisine (they reported it was far better than their 

normal fodder).  The lead teacher, Bennie Zetterström, said visiting the 

school is always one of the highlights of the trip.   

…Jumbulance Visits FHS 
This week our Year 7 students had the fantastic opportunity to explore the 

Jumbulance which came to FHS to show students how the Across charity 

helps those in need.  The Jumbulance is a huge coach converted into an 

ambulance (including seven beds, 18 special recliner seats and a wealth 

of medical equipment) which is used to transport travellers with 

disabilities and illnesses on trips and pilgrimages, including regular visits 

to Lourdes each year.  One of the Jumbulance team, Mrs Saltrese, 

delivered an assembly to Year 7 about the important work of the 

Jumbulance, followed by tours of its amazing facilities throughout the 

morning.  In the afternoon, Sixth Form students had the opportunity to 

go on board and we are delighted that a number of them have volunteered to support the charity in the 

future. 

…12 Charity Days of Christmas in Sixth Form 
Students in Sixth Form have been busy over the festive period supporting a number of 

charities and people in the local community.  For the last two weeks, students have been 

participating in the '12 Charity Days of Christmas', bringing in items and making 

donations to support the Sefton Community Pantry in their push to provide food 

hampers to those in need over Christmas.  All goods can still be donated up to Tuesday 

morning, when students will deliver the donated items to the charity.  On Thursday and Friday, students 

got fully involved in Save the Children's Christmas Jumper Day, wearing their festive knitwear to help 

support the charity.  A final total will be announced next week which will add to the fundraising done 

earlier in the year for Children in Need!  Finally, in a push to support the local area, a team of Sixth Form 

Prefects will be visiting Maryland residential home on Wednesday afternoon to provide an 'Afternoon Tea 

Party' to bring an early start to the festive period for the residents.  To keep in touch with all of our charity 

work, follow our Instagram (@sixthform_fhs) or Twitter (@fhs_sixthform). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.across.org.uk/our-jumbulance/


…Spanish Students’ Uni Taster 

On Wednesday, Year 12 Spanish students attended a lecture about Colombia 

at the University of Liverpool as well as receiving tips for applying for 

university and a tour of the campus.  Some of the group have been inspired to 

plan their future travels and after following a lecture all in Spanish they are 

definitely well equipped linguistically for their trip! 

…Football Focus 
A number of boys are currently representing Sefton/Merseyside in football 

and are sporting their respresentative ties around school.  Harrison (Year 8) or 

Harry as he likes to be called, is a versatile player, currently a striker or right 

wing back for Sefton School Boys.  He is equally at ease in centre midfield, a 

position in which he has played for Wigan Athletic’s academy side for the last 

18 months.  Zachary (Year 8) plays in central midfield for Sefton and has been 

in Burnley’s academy since he was just eight years old.  On 7 December Zach 

and Harry helped Sefton defeat Liverpool School Boys 3–1 in the National 

Cup to progress to the next round where they will play Wolverhampton or 

Sheffield.  Harry (Year 10) is a tough tackling creative midfielder in the Steven 

Gerrard mould.  Harry has been with Everton’s academy for nine months where he reached the final of a 

National Premiership tournament, only to lose to Chelsea. Harry’s proudest moment for Sefton was scoring 

a last minute winner against Wirral School Boys to help Sefton win the Merseyside League.  James (Year 9) 

represents Merseyside School Boys; he is a defensive midfielder who models himself on the Liverpool 

player Fabinho. He has been with Blackburn Rovers’ academy for the last eight years.  James’s most recent 

game for the county was in a 3–1 win against Middlesborough. 

…Sporting Matters 
FHS Intermediate Boys have started the Cross Country season on top form, currently 

leading  both the Sefton and Merseyside Cross Country Leagues.  Last weekend they 

travelled to Derbyshire to compete in the final of the English Schools Cross Country 

Cup, having won both the Merseyside and North West 

rounds.  This is only the second time Formby High has qualified 

for this final, the first being two years ago with the same team 

as Junior Boys. The boys were one of 27 qualifying teams from 

around the country and on the day came 16th – an outstanding 

performance.  In other sporting news, the Year 10 team came second in the KS4 Girls 

Sefton Badminton tournament last week.  They played a combination of singles and 

doubles matches, and worked hard to achieve their success.  Well done to all involved. 
 

Happy Christmas to Everyone in the FHS Family 
This is the last newsletter of 2019 and we want to congratulate everyone who has featured in FocusOn… 

over the past year.  We are so very proud of all the hard work, aspiration, determination and achievement 

of our students, staff and wider community.  These successes can only happen with team work and we 

thank you all.  We wish you and your loved ones a very, very Happy Christmas and look forward to sharing 

more great news with you in 2020! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
@FormbyHigh                    www.formbyhighschool.com FHS Pinterest Board 

 Christmas Celebration (St George’s Hall) – 17 Dec (7pm)  Spring Term begins – 6 Jan  

 FHS Celebration Assembly – 19 Dec   Y11 Parent Consultation Evening – 16 Jan 

 End of Autumn Term – 19 Dec (12 noon)  The Groove Dance Show – 29 Jan 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/FormbyHigh
http://www.formbyhighschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/FormbyHS/

